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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed February 26, 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The term catheter is used widely in the medical arts and prior art patents to 
refer to flexible tubes introduced into a body cavity. Such tubes may have closed ends and 
include active elements like energy or cryoablation members, or have open ends for delivery of 
medicaments or for use with a guidewire. Multiple channels or lumens are common and 
pervasive. Thus the structures of Anidjar et al. and Sepetka et al. are correctly interpreted as 
catheters. 

The implants of Guglielmi et al. can arguably be interpreted as partially closing the neck 
of an aneurysm. U.S. Patent Application Publication US 2002/0120297 to Shadduck is 
introduced as another teaching for multiple implants for closing an aneurysm, with two implants 
placed at right angles to each other, either of which would partially close the opening to the 
aneurysm. 

Regarding the system claims, the positioning of the implants relates to the intended use 
of the device and does not impose limitations on the device structure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,10, 24-29, 31, 32, 34-44, 47-49, 51, 52, 54-58 and 61-64 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,360,723 to Anidjar et al. in view of U.S. 

Patent.5, 814,062 to Sepetka et al. and further in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication US 
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2002/0120297 to Shadduck. Anidjar et al. and Sepetka et al. disclose catheters for the intra- 
vascular deployment of implants. Anidjar et al. disclose an apparatus and method for implanting 
a vascular prosthesis wherein a guidewire (Fig. 3, # 31) is used to guide an introducing tube 
(first member or catheter) and introducing means (second member or catheter) to the treatment 
site. The introducing means (Fig. 3, # 33) is interpreted as the second member and is inside the 
introducing tube (Fig. 3, # 39), the first member. Both have proximal and distal portions and the 
distal portions are positioned over the guidewire (Col. 7, lines 40-44), thus establishing each has 
cavities or lumens. The introducing means is withdrawn (Col. 7, lines 47-48) and a catheter with 
the implant is pushed into the introducing tube (Col. 8, lines 8-15). With the second member 
between the first member and the guidewire, it is inherent it would reduce radial movement. 
The implant may be a stent (abstract) that inherently acts as a containment implant. Anidjar et 
al. do not disclose removing the guidewire.with the second member. Sepetka et al. teach an 
occlusive implant delivery assembly with a catheter (Fig. 4, #4) positioned by a guidewire that is 
withdrawn after positioning (Col: 8, lines 10-15), and occlusion coils delivered by the lumen of 
the catheter by a hollow pushrod (Fig. 4, # 26). The pushrod, having a lumen, is interpreted as 
a catheter or second member. Sepetka et al. teach the size of the device is dependent on the 
size of the vascular structure (Col. 7, lines 15-27) and specifically discloses use with vessels of 
from 2-5 millimeters and deep brain vascular sites (Col. 5, line 53). Neither Anidjar et al. nor 
Sepetka et al. teach the use of multiple implants. Shadduck discloses implants for treating 
aneurysms that are introduced using a catheter to the site of the aneurysm (Fig. 3). Shadduck 
discloses that any number of implants may be used (paragraph 0077). Shadduck teaches two 
implants within the aneurysm sac at right angles to each other (Fig. 10C, # 210). The first would 
inherently reduce the width of the neck of the sac and the second would block removal of the 
first, thus retaining it in place. It is noted for the record that other teachings for retaining an 
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occlusion device in an aneurysm are known; i.e. U.S. Patent 6,663,706 to Slaikeu that uses a 
stent to retain an occlusion coil and U.S. Patent 5,916,235 to Guglielmi et al. that uses a cage 
device to retain an occlusion coil. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use 
multiple implants as taught by Shadduck in the invention of Anidjar et al. in view of Sepetka et 
al. that provide delivery devices for implants to better fill an aneurysm sac 

Claims 31 , 32, 34, 35, 51 , 52, 54 and 55 are based on the size of the device. The 
intended use of the prior art is similar rendering it obvious to a skilled artesian to size the device 
as appropriate. A change in the size of a prior art device is a design consideration within the 
skill of the art. In re Rose , 220 F.2d 459, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

Claims 36-38, 44, 46 and 56-58 are based on intended use without impact on the device 
structure. 

Regarding claims 41-43, the device of Anidjar et al. provides multiple catheters within 
axial lumens that are clearly capable of being advanced together or separately as required or 
desired by the operator. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-9, 11, 13, 14, 16-23 and 59-60 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Henry M. Johnson, III whose telephone number is (571) 272-4768. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




